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I. Legislative Update 
 
Session Overview.  The legislature wrapped up the last of its regularly scheduled committee hearings this 
week and has reached a lull in the pace of the legislative session. There is still work to do – more than 400 
bills await final floor debates and votes – but there is little reason to act quickly when closed-door 
negotiations show no sign of leading to a state budget anytime soon. The legislature’s one constitutionally 
required duty – a financial plan for the state – is usually among the last things to get done during the 
legislative session. 
Arizona once again grabbed national headlines when Governor Ducey signed bills that add new 
identification requirements for voting, limit transgender surgeries and school sports participation, and 
ban abortions after 15 weeks. These high-profile laws will likely lead to lawsuits, adding Arizona to the 
growing list of states hoping to change national policies through litigation on state laws. 
The Senate Appropriations Committee approved bills to create a tax exemption for some gun sales, 
change the standards for sports betting, and add new evaluations for police use of force.  The House 
Appropriations Committee passed bills to bring baseball back to Tucson, expand requirements for 
classroom curriculum, revamp funding for schools, and allow some elected officials to retire early. The 
Committee failed to pass a proposal to increase legislative salaries. 
During floor votes, Republicans narrowly advanced bills to reduce business property taxes and alter the 
role religious beliefs play in adoption and foster care processes.  Bipartisan coalitions voted to establish 
legal liability for someone who knowingly shares intimate images, prohibit some individuals convicted of 
animal abuse to have a pet, waive strict limits on opioid prescriptions for patients with specific conditions, 
and ask the federal government to add more Farm Service Agency offices to serve Arizona farmers and 
ranchers.  The House quietly sidelined an effort to force the legislature to investigate or impeach the 
Secretary of State. 
Governor Ducey Highlights. Not all of the Governor’s signatures grabbed headlines. This week, Governor 
Ducey signed 28 bills – including proposals to continue the work of the Board of Pharmacy, prohibit local 
governments from closing businesses during a local emergency, and prohibit HOAs from banning artificial 
grass. He has signed a total of 106 laws and not vetoed any; most new laws will go into effect 90 days 
after the legislative session ends. 
Next Week.  April 19th marks the 100th day of the session – the point at which House and Senate rules say 
lawmakers should go home – but there is no sign of an end to the session.  Legislators frequently extend 
the 100-day timeline and are almost certain to do so this year. There are no more scheduled hearings on 
bills in policy committees, so legislators will spend their time in floor sessions debating bills that have 
already received committee approval. 
Special Sessions Looming.  Some Republicans still want Governor Ducey to call a special legislative session, 
but so far, there are not enough votes to make a special session on tax cuts or water regulations successful. 
Senator Paul Boyer (R-Glendale) publicly confirmed that he is joining with Democrats to block his 
Republican colleagues’ efforts to reenact income tax cuts - at least until the proposal includes new funding 
for education. Negotiations continue on Governor Ducey’s proposal to create a new agency to oversee 
water projects, but a complex and passionate assortment of advocacy groups want changes before the 
legislature considers the idea. 
Governor Ducey Ends COVID State of Emergency. Two years and nineteen days after declaring a state of 
emergency associated with the COVID-19 virus, Governor Ducey officially ended the state of emergency 
for Arizona. While it was in place, the Governor issued 73 executive orders related to the pandemic – 
enacting and then repealing restrictions, responding to administrative challenges, and directing hospitals 



to provide relevant statistics to the Arizona Department of Health Services.  
Before he repealed the emergency, the Governor signed a new law that extends temporary medical 
licenses issued during the pandemic. The law will allow medical professionals who received their 
temporary licenses during the state of emergency to obtain regular licensing without a lapse in their ability 
to work in Arizona. 
The longstanding state of emergency led to many proposals from Republican legislators, who objected to 
the Governor’s ability to act unilaterally. Most bills did not pass, but the legislature continues to advance 
a proposal to limit the time a Governor’s state of emergency declaration can remain in place unless the 
legislature acts to extend it.  The Arizona Department of Health Services says its work will continue to 
protect public health and prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
Election Updates. Fourteen former legislators have indicated their intent to run for the legislature again, 
and six have already filed their signatures (i.e. Ken Bennett, Anthony Kern, Noel Campbell, David 
Farnsworth, Catherine Miranda, Lauren Hendrix). The candidate filing deadline is next week (April 4th) so 
the slate of candidates for the 2022 election will finally become clear. The Senate Government Committee 
cancelled its hearing on Maricopa County’s election operations. Arizonans made news in a documentary 
about efforts to overturn the 2020 election. A new audit from the Arizona Auditor General says election 
officials properly used private funding designated for elections. Arizona’s not the only state to outlaw 
private funding for future elections. Attorney General Mark Brnovitch (R) wants the Cochise County 
Attorney to pursue his assertion that Secretary of State Katie Hobbs (D) is breaking the law in her handling 
of the state’s online signature collection system. (Both Brnovitch and Hobbs are running for higher office 
this year.)  
Court Updates.  Arizona joined a multi-state effort to fight the CDC’s mask mandate for public 
transportation. There’s a settlement in environmental groups’ lawsuit about the border wall. A political 
fight about how the Attorney General represents state entities may lead to new ethics rules at the Arizona 
Supreme Court. 
News Updates.  The Attorney General says Paradise Valley’s limits on short-term rentals violate state law. 
A growing number of college students want to move to Phoenix after graduation. The state is preparing 
for a very extreme wildfire season. Arizona’s Silver Alert law helps bring people home. The legislature is 
not considering a bill to split Maricopa County. Teenagers are talking to legislators. There’s new 
information on how sports betting is affecting state revenues.  
 
II. Legislative Session Timeline   
 
APRIL 
15   Last day for conference committees.    
19   100th day of session.     
23   Saturday of the week of the 100th day of session. This is the date required by rule for sine die 
adjournment unless leaders extend the deadline. Leadership can extend it no more than 7 days; thereafter 
any extension requires a majority vote in each house.   
30   Session cannot extend beyond this date without majority vote in both houses 
 
III. Hearings for Bills of Relevance to MWCUA 
There are no hearings scheduled for bills of relevance to MWCUA. 
 
IV. Recent Action 
H2043: EMPLOYER LIABILITY; COVID-19 VACCINE REQUIREMENT 2/2

4 
retained on House 
COW calendar. 



H2047: STUDENT LOAN SERVICES; LICENSURE 1/1
2 

referred to 
House com, ways-
means, educ. 

H2048: STUDENT LOAN SERVICERS; LICENSURE 1/1
2 

referred to 
House mil-pub 
safety, jud, nat res-
energy-water. 

H2104: COMMUNITY PROPERTY AWARD; CONVICTED SPOUSE 3/2
4 

signed by 
governor. Chap. 
53, Laws 2022. 

H2107: EMERGENCY POWERS; BUSINESS CLOSURE; REPEAL. 3/3
0 

signed by 
governor. Chap. 
86, Laws 2022. 

H2216: AUTO TITLE LOANS; TITLE; INTEREST 1/1
9 

referred to 
House com, gov-
elect. 

H2248: FAILURE TO RETURN VEHICLE; REPEAL 2/1
7 

referred to 
Senate trans-tech. 

H2351: ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS; CONTINUATION 3/2
9 

from 
Senate rules okay. 

H2356: EMPLOYERS; BUSINESSES; COVID-19 VACCINE RECORD 1/2
0 

referred to 
House com. 

H2389: RULEMAKING REVIEW; TIME FRAME 3/1
7 

from Senate nat 
res-energy-
water with 
amend #4790. 

H2472: BUSINESSES; FIREARMS; UNLAWFUL ACTS 1/2
4 

referred to 
House jud. 

H2475: EMPLOYERS; COVID-19 VACCINE MANDATE; PROHIBITION 1/2
4 

referred to 
House jud. 

H2479: MOTOR VEHICLES; REGISTRATIONS; TITLES; DEALERS 1/2
4 

referred to 
House trans. 

H2480: VEHICLE SERIAL NUMBERS; REMOVAL; RESTORATION 3/2
4 

signed by 
governor. Chap. 
58, Laws 2022. 

H2599: ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS; GRRC 3/2
2 

from 
Senate rules okay. 

H2601: KRATOM PRODUCTS; DEFINITIONS 3/2
2 

from 
Senate rules okay. 

H2656: CERTAIN AFFILIATIONS; BANKS; PROHIBITION 3/8 FAILED House on 
reconsideration 29
-29. 

H2813: VEHICLE FINANCE TRANSACTION; CLEAR TITLE 2/9 referred to 



House trans. 
H2825: MOBILE HOMES INSPECTIONS; TITLE TRANSFERS 2/1

7 
from 
House trans do 
pass. 

S1048: EMERGENCY POWERS; BUSINESS CLOSURE; REPEAL 2/2
8 

House mil-pub 
safety held. 

S1052: MEDICAL PROCEDURES; PROHIBITIONS 1/1
0 

referred to 
Senate hel-hu ser. 

S1053: RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION; VACCINE; VIOLATION; CLASSIFICATION 2/2
3 

passed Senate 16-
12; ready for 
House. 

S1072: TECH CORRECTION; BANK DEPOSITS 1/1
0 

referred to 
Senate rules only. 

S1092: PRODUCT LIABILITY; CIVIL ACTION; LIMITATION 3/2
4 

withdrawn from 
House jud and 
further referred to 
House appro. 

S1156: BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY; TAX; FEE; PROHIBITION 1/1
2 

referred to 
Senate fin. 

S1182: COMMERCE AUTHORITY; REPORTS; CAREER LANDSCAPE 3/2
9 

from 
House rules okay. 

S1204: MORTGAGE BROKERS; BANKERS; QUALIFICATIONS 3/2
9 

from 
House rules okay. 

S1207: QUALIFIED SPENDTHRIFT TRUSTS 1/1
8 

referred to 
Senate jud. 

S1222: EXEMPT PROPERTY; TAX CREDIT; PROCEEDS 3/2
4 

from 
House appro do 
pass. 

S1236: CONSUMER LOAN FINANCE CHARGES 2/1 from 
Senate rules okay. 

S1240: DENTAL BOARD; ACCESS TO RECORDS 3/3
1 

House COW 
approved with 
amend #4812. 
Passed House 59-
0; returned to 
Senate for 
concurrence in 
House 
amendments. 

S1253: VEHICLE ACCIDENTS; FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 2/1
0 

passed Senate 28-
0; ready for House. 

S1254: MEDICAL PRODUCT; PROCEDURE; MANDATES; LIABILITY 2/1
4 

withdrawn from 
Senate com. 



S1262: GOVERNMENT LENDING PROGRAMS; REPORTS 3/9 from House gov-
elect do pass. 

S1265: PROPERTY TAX LIENS; FORECLOSURE; NOTICE 3/1
8 

signed by 
governor. Chap. 
17, Laws 2022. 

S1341: LEGAL TENDER; SPECIE; BITCOIN 1/2
5 

referred to 
Senate fin. 

S1375: RETIREMENT SAVINGS PROGRAM; STATE TREASURER 3/2
8 

withdrawn from 
House appro. 

S1383: DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE; ANNULMENT 3/3
0 

House named 
Blackman, M. 
Hernandez, and 
Parker to the FREE 
conference 
committee. 
Conferees are: 
Petersen, 
Quezada, Rogers, 
Blackman, M. 
Hernandez, and 
Parker. 

S1394: DIFI; BUSINESS NAME; TRADE NAME 3/2
3 

signed by 
governor. Chap. 
45, Laws 2022. 

S1414: VACCINE REQUIREMENTS; EMPLOYERS; PROHIBITION 2/7 referred to 
Senate com. 

S1422: EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES; CONSUMER REPORTS; LIMITATION 1/2
6 

referred to 
Senate com. 

S1461: INCOME TAX; SUBTRACTION; FDIC PREMIUMS 3/2 referred to 
House ways-
means. 

S1493: PUBLIC EMPLOYEES; SALARIES; VIRTUAL CURRENCY 1/2
7 

referred to 
Senate fin. 

S1580: MONEY TRANSMISSION; MONEY TRANSMITTER LICENSURE 3/2
9 

from 
House rules okay. 

S1582: HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS; AMOUNT 3/2 referred to 
House ways-
means. 

S1614: FINANCIAL INSTITUTION; DEPOSITORIES 2/1 referred to 
Senate fin. 

S1685: MICROBUSINESS LOANS; COMMERCE AUTHORITY 2/2 referred to 
Senate com. 

SCM1001
: 

DONALD J. TRUMP HIGHWAY 1/1
1 

referred to 
Senate trans-tech. 



SCR1013: MEDIUM OF EXCHANGE; CURRENCY; USE 1/1
1 

referred to 
Senate fin. 

SCR1014: PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION; VIRTUAL CURRENCY 1/1
1 

referred to 
Senate fin. 

SM1001: FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS; BURDENSOME REPORTING 
REQUIREMENTS 

2/9 passed Senate 16-
13; ready for 
Secretary of State. 

 


